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ABSTRACT
The issue of homework is relatively new in Malaysia. The crucial reason for this case study 
came as a result of a study that concluded Malaysian students spend a lot of time completing 
homework as compared to other countries. Hence, the Education Ministry pioneered 
homework circular to provide guidelines to homework implementation for all schools. The 
case study was conducted in an urban primary school to investigate the current homework 
practices and implementation in this school. The aims of this case study was to look and to 
examine the real situation of homework implementation in schools in terms of the level of 
adherence prior to the circular homework and after the circular had been disseminated as 
stipulated by the Ministry of Education, 2004. In addition, the case study investigated what 
were the students’ and teachers’ opinion of homework. The objective of this case study was 
to look at the current homework practices and implementation in the areas of roles of 
teachers, types of homework, amount of homework, time spent on homework, and 
punishment. It was also to find out the students responses about homework in the areas of 
role of the family, homework problem, value of homework, difficulty of homework, 
homework completion and home environment. The research instruments used for data 
collection were survey questionnaire and interview sessions with students and teachers. The 
findings of the study reported that the school and teacher had adhered to the implementation 
of homework circular. Secondly, students were keen to do homework and were highly 
motivated to complete homework. Even if they did not understand the exact function of 
homework but students believed that homework made them smarter; learn good study habits 
and made them prepare for tests and examination. In light of the findings all stakeholders 
involved could perhaps plan an effective way on how to enhance the interest of students and 
parents to become actively involved and facilitate their child in homework problems. It is 
recommended that possibly an innovation of a homework guide or homework modules be 
made that best suit the needs of students and to facilitate teachers on how best to approach 
homework.
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
Education plays a significant role in building a nation towards progress and 
development. After independence in 1957, the Malaysian government set out to 
expand the educational system by bringing schools and administrative activities 
under central control. The current education system is based on the Razak Report 
(1956) which stated the core statement of the report that Malaysian should have a 
uniform system of schooling with a common curriculum so as to foster national 
unity. This was the result of much chaos and dissatisfaction among the local 
residents -  the Malays, Chinese and Indians as the majority race in Malaysia; due to 
the British administrative in pursuit to make Malaysian schools to follow the British 
model (Bakri, 2003). Bakri (2003) noted that the curriculum at that time was 
“entirely British, right down to the choice of textbooks, with no attempt at modifying 
to suit local conditions” (p.67). In the end the three major races began to drift apart 
and consequently developing divergent paths learning more of the history of the 
independence their ancestors homeland and others instead of learning Malaysian’s 
own history and heroes.
According to Bakri (2003), to pacify the ethnic sensitivity, the Razak Report 
endorsed the concept of a national education system based on Malay Language (the 
national language), being the medium of instruction as stipulated in Section 3 of the 
Education Ordinance of 1957. He added that this national system of education was 
accepted by the people of Malaysia (also known as Malaya before the independence) 
as a whole which will satisfy their needs and promote their cultural, social, economic 
and political development as a nation, having regard to the intention to make Malay 
the national Language of the country while preserving and sustaining the growth of
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